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'm petitions on the Cében snd Armenian
~ questions. ZRe
Ix the senate.on the 1Th, the only proceeding
that rose above the level of rousine business
was the reading of the presidont’'s message,
mnl-thomm with the Vesezueala boun-

* thie table .....In the houss a bill introduced by
M. HY frop.. TIL) $100,000
tho exNpenses

o~
* holiday recpas from Decomber 20 to January 2

PERSONAL AND POLITICAL

. Tae président sent to congress,-on
the 17th, the correspondence on the
Venezuels boundary dispute called for
by resolution several” days before, and
sceompanied this with a vigorous mes-
> sage indicating that the Monroe doc-
* #rine will be npheld and enforced in its
=" *fullest tenor by the United States.

¥ Nersox' Driages, the most famous
.. pounterfeiter of his time, died at his
% . eountry home near.  Dayton, O., on the
.- 17th, aged 86 years. He was at one
time said to be worth $1,000,000, made
by exchanging bad money for geod.
He had spent many years in the peni-
tentiary. «

Mgs. BxLLA PARKER, colored, died in
~ - Indianapolis, Ind., on the 16th, at the
" “mgeof 110 years. Some of her great-

great-grandchildren are residents of
' that city. Her husband, now deceased,
. 'was captured in Africa and brought to
*_this country early in the century.

. MiNisTER ANDRADE of Venezuela ob-
tained-a copy of thé president’s mes-
v-ﬁ, on the 17th, and cabled it via
Cu and Hayti to his government.
. ‘Mr. Andrade’s satisfaction was almost
beyond the power of expression.

GEN. MosEs B. WALKER died at Ken-
. ton, O., on the 17th. Eleven days be-
- fore he had been stricken with paraly-
. ais. Gen:AValltar was born in-1819. He
* servesd #hroughout the war, and was
" cons; W dor his bravery in sixteen
i battles! , He'wak the last man that left
the bloody field of Chickamauga.

J. E. arzMiLLER, of Canton, one of
the best-known horsemen in easterm
- Ohio, has assigned to J. P. Fawcett.
Assets, estimated, $80,000; probably ex-
ceeded-by liabilities,

THE ‘senate has confirmed the nom-
ination of Allen Thomas, of Florida,
to be envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary to Venezuels.

THE president sent to the senate on
the 18th the. recess appointment of
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of the weather buresu.
5 Ox the 18th Capt. Isaac Bassatt, tife
wnte:‘n assistant dooril:;eper .o.fh the
ik ted States senate, d ing-
- ton city, of cancer of the -ﬂch
" Gov. Rice of Michigan is quoted as
saying: “While a dignified and juss en-
forcement-of the Monroe doctrine jsto
“be degiréd and w
forced to the limit. "The guestion now
at issue ta one which the great powers
can be dépendedupon to decide upon
-its merits without reserting to arms.”
bt in ?I.niudt}h »
boen perpetunted in any Unis tes
statutel, it waa Said, on the 18th, to be
the purpose of the semate committes,-
swhen recus ) the bLili sppropri-
. slom, tqengraft the doctrine in the bill.
" O thed8th, as soon as the reading of
- the jowrpsl in the house of representa-
ing $108,000% psy the expenses of the
Vi :

cowmission suggested by
red E’i‘lﬁ‘ﬁ(ﬁn L) d wasak
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i o ‘on the 15th ."ng miles

Willis . Moore, of Illinois, to be chief |’

. off CapeMay, N:'J., the German ship

- DOP ﬁg London with .
> m' e 4 0o The BN steariy |
* ship . ol & :m 3

Hang Chang, senior grand

'} of state of China, to the Americad pub-

lle.. It is now made public for the first
“Say to'the American people for me,”

}f-ﬂﬂl Ii Hang ng, *to send oyer
more men for the schools and hospitals,

and I kope o be ina position both to
ald and protect them.”

Li. Hung Chang had asked Bishop
Hendrix how many American mission-
aries were in China.

. “There are about six hundred,” re-
plied the bishop.

‘**More are needed,” said Li Hung
Chang, and, in a moment, repeated the
same words, ‘“‘more are needed.” He
then expressed the great obligation of
China to the American missionaries
and to the Chrisfian spirit which has
sent them to.China, and eoneluded by
agking the bishop to convey the mes-
sage. =P i

¥ Prizes for Duiry Products.

The state 'board agriculture will
offer the followi prizes on dairy
products to be exhibited at the. meet-
ing of the State_Dairy association in
Columbia, Janusry 14, all dairy prod-
uects to  be manafuctured in Missourl
and by the party making the exhibit:

. Best sample butter, dairy print or roll, nos
less than 1 or meare than 5 pounds, first pra<

mimm, §7; second.. §$3. Best sample butter,
eresmery print or roll, not less than 1 mor

more than 5 pcﬁs. first premiom, §7; seo-
ond. §3. Best creamery butter. not

less than 20 pounds, first premium, §7; second,
$8. Best cream cheddar cheese, not less
than 10 pounds, firet premium, §7; second, 83,
Best paper on buttermaking {in Missourl,
limited to 2000 words, §i0. Best separator,
dairy size, certifieate; best separator, factory
size, certificate; best exhibit of dairy appa-
ratus, exclusive of separators, certificate.
Premiums tc be gwarded by a committes ap-
pointed by the State Dalry asaociation and un-
der such rules gs they may preseribe . All
articles for exhibition to ‘be shipped to Levi
Chubbuck, seeretary of the State Dalry asso-
ciation, Columbia, Mo.

Jowa-Missourl Boundary.
Attorney-General Frank Walker of
Missouri went before the United States
supreme court in Washington theother
day and asked for the appointment of
a commission, consisting of Gen. James
Harding, of Missouri, and Peter J. Dey,
of Jowa, and a third member, to be se-
lected by the court, to adjudicate the
boundary dispute between Decatur
county, Ia., and Mercer county, Mo.
The request was made in the form of a
bill of equity.

University Student Honored.

At a meeting of the law students of
the state university, Columbia, 8. R.
Price, of Plattsburg, was elected his-
toriant of the department to represent
the law class as a member of the staff
of the “University Savitar,” a  college
annual to be issuned mext commence-
ment.

SBay It Was an Accldent.

Joseph Jeffries, aged 18, charged with
the murder of his father, Benj. Jeffries,
near Providence, Boone county, several
weeks ago, had his preliminary exam-
ination at Columbia. The defendant
was acquitted, cvidence showing that
the killing was accidental.

DBank Robbers Frustrated.

An attempt was made to rob the bank
at Deepwater, Henry county, the other
night, but the burglars eould not force
the inner safe, after getting into the
vault. They fled to Clinton on stolen
horses, abandoning the animals there
and taking a night train.

Mr. Clark Refused Damages.
At Nevada, in the case of E. W. Clark
ayainst Mrs. Caroline Simmons, for
breach of promise, the jury was out fif-
teen minutes and returned a verdict for
the defendant. Clark said his feelings
had been badly hurt and set his dam-
agesat §5,0007~
“Hone Jernard Poepping.
Hed.. Bernard Poepping, aged 67,
yor of Carondelet for 12 cgmmecutive
-years just preylous to annexation to St.
‘Louis; democpatic candidate for secre-
tary of state in 1868, and also served in
the legislatuse, died recently.

Caused by Paralysis of the Brain.

Dr. Charléy; F, Wright died at his
home in gfield, of paralysis of the
brain, aged!#. : During the war he was
a member of Co. K, Forty-ninth Ohie
volunteers, etlisting as a drummer bhoy
at the age of {4 _

usic in 8t. Louls.
The statel #niversity glee, banjo and
mandolin €Y Columbia, gave a con-
cert at the fxposition entertainment
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Jhall in St _and was one of the
social eve pf the season. The clnb

numbers 3
: - Thousand Strong.

The Firstdegiment Missouri nationsl
fuard, St ‘i'*" has offered to enlist
1,000 stronghlf " should oecur be-
tween Un' - Great Britain.
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HE midnightstars

shine overhead
With more than
. ususl brightness;
.The hills and valleys

tand i

And joweled sprays of tan me
To forest boughs are clinging;

And sweet the anthem and sublime
The Christmas bells are ringing.

It wakes old memories again;
The vanished past is nigh us;
We feel anew gld bliss, old pain,
And long-lost friends are by us—
¥Friends who have reached the betterland,
who have never faltered
In frichdship e'en around us stand
‘With friends estranged and altered.

And volces silent long we hear
Bweet words of pardan

And $ther volces reach ouf ear,
Our words of pardon seeking: !

The wrongs we met too trivial seem
To merit angry feeling; .

The wrongs we did we greater dee
While Christmas bells are pealing.

And weé forget to scheme and plan
‘While Christmas bells are telling

Of him who came in gulse of man
On earth to claim a dwelling.

The sweet bells sounding near and far
Calm, bholy thoughts are bringing, *

And Heaven and earth the nearer are
‘While Christmas bells areringing.

~Chambers Journal

HERE! That’s off my mind
for another year.”

Mr. March gave an impa-
tient little fling to the lastshect in a se-
riesof letters he had been writing. Short
and stereotyped they were—all running
much like this:

“Dman ——: Inclosed find s trifle In re-
membrance of the day, with good wishes

for all. Affectionately,
“JoEN MARCH."

“1t's a kind of nuisance,” went on Mr.
March, as he gazed at five checks which
lay on his desk with the letiers, each
one dashed off and left to dry while the
others were written. “Idon’t know—"
& grumbling coming into his tone—
“really, 1 don't—why I should keep it
up year after year. There are some
things which might be considered out~
grown as time goes on, and this is one
of them.” %

Still Mr. March had a feeling {sat it
would not bs discontinued, this every-
Christmas offering of a small sum of
money to each one of his kindred; it
was too firmly based on old associa-
tion. With the passage of the years
he had grown apart from them; his in-
teresta and theirs had become wide-
ly separated, and yet he eould not well
have persuaded himself to sever this
almost omly link which bound him to
the members of his own family.

It had begun soon after he had left
home and come up to the great city
in search of the fortune which had
finally erowned his cfforts. He had
done well from the first; and, even now,
as he gazed upon the five checks, he re-
called with a slight warmth at his heart
the first time he had sent home gifts of
money. They had been smaller then;
a dollar each to three cousins, five dol-
lars each to his brother and sister.
What a stir they had made in the fam-
ily. John could easily realize the feel-
ing of opulence which it spredd over his
home toof and that of his uncle living
near. Later he had enlarged the gift.
Brother, sister and cousins had married
and set up homes of their own. None
of them had, like himself, prospered
abundantly; and when first John
Mareh had written out three checks for
ten dollars and two for twenty-five,
he still knew the rejoicing they would
emxty into families in which money
Was scarce.

He had rejoiced in doing it, all the
more that a little effort and self-denial
had been necessary sccompaniments of
the gifts. That was many years ago.
Time and circumstances had built up
walls between him and his relatives,
and the old heartiness of good will was
wan .

1t is really time I was letting it go.”

{ Mareh.

her on the subject of pressing doctor’s
bills was frequently heard.

“No,” resumed Mr. March, as he fold-
ed one of the checks, “people have no
right to inflict their misfortunes on
some one else just because he has
achieved succeas where they have failed.
—That you, Mike?"”

“It's mesilf, sor, . Ready to shut up
when you say the worrnd.”

“1'll take the key myself. I'm not
guite done yet, but you néedn’t wait.”

Mike, however, showed no hurry to
leave, but busied himself about”the
room with occasional glances at Ar.

“That'll do, Mike,” at lengthi'said the
gentleman, somewhat annoyed by the
rattle of shoveland toags, whish se¢med
to show unusual excitement in Mike.
He came slowly toward Mr. March—an
undersized figure of an oldish man with
a painful limp. ]

“If 1 might be thrubblin® ye jist &
minnit, sur.” :

“(joon; Mike; no more lawsuits, hey ?”

“No more o' thim. It's .the funny
man ye are,sor.”” Mike shook hig head,
‘his whole imiﬁniﬁmt face beaming
with delight. *‘It's only that bein’ it's
the blessed sayson comin' s0 near—
Christmas eve to-morrow,.gilory be to
God!—that I'mm axin’ a bit o" help o ye,
Musther March, tosind a bit of a prisint
to me two brothers, Pat an’ Dinnis.”

“0Oh! Bo you have reiatives too, have
you?”

“Thanks to the blissid saints 1 have,

tilda had a sickly family; a wail from | y

{ist how much

fire nor to go out in the yerishin’ cold
wid the aché im me ould benes. But
Le see, sur, they're me own

ood—Pat and Dennis.
pinch and the hardness
Would it be mesilf "v’d
takin' me aise knowin’

harder for th

wowl! Musthor j
the stingy ould mll'-hﬁ' oot to

give thim

“Mike, you'rs a fooll”™ repeated Mr..
March, but more quietly than before,
and simply todll in the pause.

“I#’ll be raichin’ "em the mornin’ of
the blissid Christmas day.”

a few limping

ment. “Think of it, sur!
makin’ 'em feel rich!

sor. An’ so I'm comin’ to ye fp fix up
the bits o' paper that'll carry some

N

shmile to their faces, and the'langh to

e

money to thim two—the leetle mite of
a scrap that gnanes 80 much.” Mike
langhed aloud as if in great rellsh of
the subject. .
“Check, hey? Well, here,” Mr. March
again opened his-check-book and again
began rapidly filling a blank. *“To the
order of—what’s the name?” '
“Patrick OToole,”—Mike paused a
moment as the nome was written, then
ed—*fiva hun'erd dollars.™
“Hey?” Mr. March gave his chairs
little jerk and gazed into the thin,
. face surrounded - with its
m fll-kept red hair streaked with
‘r‘?{‘ln hun'’erd dollars to Patrick
0'Toole,” repeated Mike in the delib-
erate tone of one taking special pains
to make himself understood.
“What do you mean, Mike?”  _
“Jist phat I'm afther sayin’, wmur.
Five hiun'erd dollars to Patrick O'Tocle,
an’ five hun’erd dollars to Dennuis
OM’ - T . 2
“Out of your damage money?” Mr.

“That'd be it; sur. - Where elso woyjd |
the Iikes 0’ me be gettin' five-hun'erd
“Where, sure encughl Why—" M
March gased ot the old janitor with a
comical mixture of amazemeat and
contempt. “Why—you old—
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“§ I MIGNT BE TROUBLUX' YE JIST A SGNWGY, SUR"
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but the bilssid Lord as’

wrote the checks, to which the
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aisier it in to sit by't‘lﬁ.

Jist

&

nor for me? Be me
darch, I'm thinkin® 1w
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Mike took
steps in gmwlntlm e
1N bring'thie |
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*em, God bless "em! on His own birth=|is
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